
Final Workshop  From Knowledge Generation 
to Knowledge Application – How can we bridge 
the gap and ensure efficient management and uptake of 
research knowledge to support MSFD Implementation? 
DATE: 19th June 2014
VENUE: Royal Flemish Academy of Belgium for Science and the Arts (KVAB)
Academy Palace - Hertogsstraat 1 - 1000 Brussels, Belgium
TIME: 09.30 - 16.30 (registration from 09.00)

Context
This workshop will bring together key Marine Strategy Framework Directive (MSFD) stakeholders (both 
those involved in its implementation and those with a key interest) to discuss how research can effectively 
contribute to MSFD implementation. Speakers from the European Commission (DG Environment, DG 
Research and the JRC) will set the scene and update participants on the latest developments. Key 
results and recommendations arising from the STAGES project will be presented and discussed with the 
participants. STAGES is a 24 month FP7 Support Action intended to help support the implementation of 
the MSFD. For more information visit, www.stagesproject.eu.   

This event is extremely timely given the current status of MSFD implementation coupled with the latest 
discussions on the establishment of a Marine Competence Centre for GES (MCC4GES) hosted by the Joint 
Research Centre, a partner in the STAGES project. 

Who Should Attend?
Key actors in MSFD implementation across National, Regional and European scales are invited to attend 
to hear the latest recommendations for supporting MSFD implementation. Wider  marine and maritime 
stakeholders from research to government and from industry to NGOs may find this event useful 
to discover how they can become more positively engaged in the MSFD process 
as a knowledge producer and/or user.

Event Objective
To present STAGES results and with workshop participants, 
define future key enabling actions necessary to ensure 
the Research Community is effective in supporting MSFD 
implementation.  

Format
The workshop will be participative. Speakers will present 
STAGES results and recommendations to set the scene, 
followed by a faciliated discussion among the participants. 
Discussions and feedback will be captured by rapporteurs 
and be used to formulate the event report. 

Please see below for agenda and details of logistics ä



09.00 – 09.30 Registration (Coffee will be available during registration)

09.30 – 10.10 Opening Session
1) Welcome by STAGES coordinator, Marisa Fernandez (CETMAR)
2) Current Status of MSFD Implementation, (TBC, DG ENVIRONMENT)
3) Marine Knowledge for MSFD Implementation, (DG RESEARCH, 
Marine Resources Unit)

10.10 – 12.00 Session 1
Identification, Collection and Analysis of Research Outputs relevant 
to MSFD Implementation

12.00 - 13.00 Session 2 Identification of Research Needs and Prioritisation

13.00 - 14.00 Lunch

14.00 – 16.00 Session 3 
Creating a Science Policy Interface (SPI) 
The role of the future Marine Competence Centre for GES (MCC4GES)

16.00 - 16.30 Closing Session and Wrap Up

16.30 Canapé Reception

Agenda 

Logistics 
Registration is free of charge to relevant stakeholders. Venue: Royal Flemish Academy 
of Belgium for Science and the Arts (KVAB) Academy Palace - Hertogsstraat 1 - 1000 
Brussels, Belgium. A maximum of 60 places are available, so please register early to avoid 
disappointment. To reserve a place at the event, email stages@aquatt.ie or call AquaTT 
at 00 353 1 644 9008.

Project Partners:

Venue Partner:

The research leading to these results has received funding from the European Community’s 
Seventh Framework Programme (FP7/2007-2013) under grant agreement no 308473.  
This publication reflects the views only of the author, and the European Union cannot be  
held responsible for any use which may be made of the information contained therein.

Science. Communication. Knowledge. Innovation.


